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I.—Forer1ten Porrrics. 


Referring to the rebellion in Afghanistan, the drya Darpan, 


of the 23rd September 1887, says that Herat 

Afghan sffsire. _and Kandahar are becoming hostile to the 
Amir, and are about to fall into the hands of the rebels. If the Amir loses 
Herat and Kandahar, if his troops in those places join the rebels, 
sod if Ayub comes to Cabul at such a juncture as that, the fall of the 
Amir will be certain. At any rate, he will not be able to maintain himself 
on the Afghan throne if the British Government does not give him active 

ort. 

as 9, The same paper — Pe there is not a word — 9am in 
a the Queen’s prorogation speech, although 

The Queen’s prorogation speeche -  Tndia has celebrated her Jubilee with so ma 
enthusiasm, although Indian princes have personally gone to England to 
render homage unto her throne on the occasion of her Jubilee, and although 


the vast population of India have sent up petitions to her praying for 
political rights and privileges. 


II.—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


8. The Bhératbdst, of the 17th September, while praising the Dacca 


REA gE students for their resolution not to visit the 

woe Star Theatre, cannot, like some of its contem- 
poraries, support such acts of the students as creating disturbances and 
throwing brickbats into the theatre. It appears, from what the Principal 
of the Jagannath College stated to the District Superintendent of Police, 
that the boys are very unruly. It is therefore to be regretted that some 
newspapers should encourage them in their unruly conduct. By encourag- 
ing them in this way, these writers in the native press are not only injuring 
the boys, but also impairing their own influence with the Government. 
The course of action adopted by Mr. Clarke, with the view of suppressing 


the disturbances of the boys, is not much open to condemnation,’ for those | 


disturbances would probably have increased if he had employed the regular 
police to quell them. He therefore acted very wisely in appointing the 
leachers as special constables to keep their boys in order, though of course 


he made a legal mistake by not taking the permission of the Magistrate for 
the purpose, 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. A correspondent of the Sanjtvant, of the 24th September, says 


“ ee that the Aakim of Jalpaiguri is a hard drinker 
se hatio of Jalpaiguri and often absents himself from Court on the 
pretext of illness, the real cause of his absence being intoxication. He 
often walks the public streets in a drunken and disorderly condition, and 


‘companied by prostitutes. It is difficult to make out why Government 
lows such men to disgrace the bench. 


' (d)—Education. 


5. The Bhératbdst, of the 17th September, is astonished at the 
“See publication of two different versions of the 
| tite fidictte and the new edition new edition of Pundit Nyayaratna’s “ Praves- 
ika,” and likes to be informed who is to 

r held responsible for playing in this manner with a University text-book. 
matter would not have been quietly passed over if Pundit Nyayaratna 
dot been the compiler and the Syndicate itself the publisher of the book. 


Sept. 17th, 1867. 


Borpwan SanJIvant, 
Sept. 20th, 1887. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Sept. 19th, 1887. 


BURDWAN SaNJivant, 
‘ Sept. 20th, 1887, 


A Union Board at Karimgunge. 
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This is gross misconduct on the part of the Syndicate. A st — 
should be made in the native press in order to compel the Syndion ct 
its duty properly. : . 


(e)—Local-Self Government and Municipal Administration 


6. Referring to the resolution of the Chief Commissioner of As, 
Pada he geet da) at ag pee dispensaries in Syihe 
Fan anlage ag ag should be supported only with 

or ve Local Boards, and that res for Giaan 
should be provided with money derived from local subscriptions, th 
Paridarsak, of the 17th September, says that though charitable dispengarin 
are very much needed in Sylhet, the people of the district are so poor ths, 
subscriptions in aid of dispensaries are not much likely to be forthcoming 
The Local Boards spend very little on dispensaries. But it is their expendi. 
ture on dispensaries that does most good to the people. They should therefor 
spend more money upon them. It is to be regretted that instead of increas. 
ing the number of dispensaries in Sylhet, which is inadequate to the medical 
requirements of that district, the Chief Commissioner should go on rejecting 
proposals for the establishment of new dispensaries in places where they 
are needed. 

7. The same paper says that the people of Choorkhai and the adjoin- 

, ing places in the Karimgunge sub-division of 
ciao” at Choorkhai in §vyihet were greatly disappointed last year at 
| — the Chief Commissioner’s refusal to sanction 
the establishment of a dispensary at that place. A dispensary is urgently 
needed there, and it is therefore to be hoped that the Chief Commissioner 
will this year sanction the establishment of a dispensary. 

8. The same paper complains that not a single Union Board ha 
been established in the Karimgunge sub- 
division, though one has been established a 
a bazar like Balagunge. Karimgunge is in a very miserable state o 
account of the want of a Union Board there. 

9. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 20th Septen- 

ber, complains of the inconvenience to whic 

pate ferry at the Sudder Ghat ofthe people are subjected on account of there bem 

only two boats at the ferry at the Sudder Gh & 

of the Damodar river. There is a nalé near the ghat which cannot be 

crossed on foot, and a separate boat should be kept there. The ghat in question 

isa first ciass one, and its ferry-rate has consequently been doubled. The 
authorities ought to see that one more passenger boat is kept there. 


(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


10. The Chdru Vartd, of the 19th September, is sorry at the transler 


: of Baboo Nimchand De, the able and popular 
Baboo Nimchand De, the station- gtation-master of Mymensingh. It is owing 


master of Mymensingh. C 


to his influence with traders that the 
of the Dacca Mymensingh Railway has so greatly increased; 

Railway is therefore likely to suffer pecuniary loss in consequet r 
transfer. It is hoped that under these circumstances Baboo imoband ¥ 


not be transferred from Mymensingh. 7 


(h)— General. ce 


11. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivanf, of the 20th aye 
The Barakur caso. ber, has learnt that Mr. Teunon. 9% 
pronounced blameless in connection 
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parakur case. That this should be so was known beforehand, and Govern- 
nent should now be thanked for disposing of this case in this righteous 
er 
ae | The Sanjivant, of the 24th nt wees says that in purposing to 
; appoint a Commission to enquire into the 
The proposed Secretariat Com- work done in the different offices in the 
mission. | Bengal Secretariat, Sir Steuart Bayley has 
given evidence of the high sense of justice and spirit of impartiality which 
‘sfluence all his acts. Sir Steuart has come to know that favouritism 
and nepotism prevail in the offices of the Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, in 
which the higher officers do absolutely nothing, and all real work is done by 
the subordinate clerks ; and hence his proposal to appoint a Commission. 
ir Steuart has alao wisely decided not to allow any of his Secretaries to have 
, seat on the Commission. It is hoped that the members of the Commission 
will be all men noted for impartiality. 
13. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the way in 
which the income tax is now being assessed. 
Oppression in assessing,the income When the tax was imposed the Government 
” of India promised to exempt incomes below 
500 rupees a year from the operation of the tax. But now such small 
incomes.as Rs. 120 a year are being assessed to it. Is not the Government 
of India then guilty of a breach of promise? The way in which the assess- 
ing officer assesses the tax is most objectionable. He goes to a village, sum- 
mons the chowkidar or the punchayet of the village before him, and gathers 
from them all his information about the incomes of the villagers. Some- 
times his information is based upon mere hearsay stories of casunl passers- 
by. The writer himself, who resides in village Mohonpur within the-.juris- 
diction of the Ullapara thana in the district of Pubna, is a victim of unjust 
assessment based on hearsay information. As head-master of a minor 
school in the village of Paikarhati, he gets a salary of Rs. 20 a month, and 
his yearly income from some landed property amounts to not more than 
Rs, 150. But he has, notwithstanding, been compelled to pay Rs. 5 as 
income tax for the year 1886-87. ‘The assessor who assessed this tax upon 
him never came to his. village, and he has, in all probability, derived bis 
information from the chowkidar or the punchayet of the village. He 
appealed to the Assistant Magistrate of Pubna against the assessment, but 
without effect. The assessor’s assessment has been upheld by that officer. 
There has been overassessment and improper assessment in many other 
cases. It is but just that before assessing the tax, the assessor should care- 
fully examine the accounts of income and expenditure kept by the person 
or persons on whom the tax is to be levied. 
14. The members of the Makalpur Branch Indian Association, writing 
in the same paper, says that an application sent 
eo tothe Magistrate of by them to the Magistrate of Hooghly, asking 
: him to take steps to put down the ravages of 
gers in their village, has been rejected on the ground that it was not 
stamped. Whether the law requires that such applications should be 
stamped or not is not known to the members ‘of the Association, but they 
feel sure that if such applications are required to be stamped, the door 
through which the people are accustomed to make their wants known to 
‘Ne authorities will be practically closed. 


IIl.—LeGisLatrve. 


15. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 20th Septem- Bvanwax saxvam, 
P ber, says that as seneennes “s imprisonment “17. 
the o7ekestion for a new provision in with hard labour passed by incompetent 

Metis do Deputy Magistrates are often reversed on 
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appeal, it is desirable that there should be a provision in the Criminal p 
dure Code, directing that persons upon whom such sentences may be ta.) 
should on their depositing diet-money be treated as civil jail prisoners wr 
their appeals are disposed of, when they may be treated according 2 
decisions of the Appellate Courts, the period of their confinement ag civ) ‘i 
prisoners not counting towards the period of their imprisonment jp . 
criminal jails if the sentences appealed against are confirmed. Owing . 
the absence of a provision of this nature in the criminal law of the con, 
many innocent persons are now compelled to undergo imprisonment i, 
criminal jails in consequence of ill-considered decisions passed against then 
by incompetent Deputy Magistrates. Government will lose nothing if i 
enacts a provision of this kind. 


1V.—Nattve States. 


16. The Bhdratbdst, of the 17th September, says that nothing conij 

be sadder and more disgraceful to the British 

‘pit Lerel Griffin and the Begumof Government than that Sir Lepel Grifiy 

opal. 

should have compelled the Begum of Bhopal 

to live apart from her husband. Such things may appear very trifling just 

now, but they are likely to give rise to serious mischief in future. It is t 

be regretted that British Political Residente do not see this, and Government 
does not make them see it. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRaNs.AtoR’s OFFIOEg, 


The 1st October 1887. 
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